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Spring 2026

A Message From Our Executive Director

As summer approaches, we are officially entering Golden Trowel season across Texas.

Over the coming months, our regional masonry associations will judge projects and host local award 
programs recognizing the best masonry construction across the country. These events are always a 
reminder of the incredible craftsmanship, creativity, and teamwork that continue to define our industry.

The Texas Masonry Council looks forward to bringing everyone together again in August at the state-
wide Golden Trowel Awards, where we will recognize outstanding architects, designers, contractors, 
craftsmen, and projects from across Texas.

The Golden Trowel Awards remain one of the most important opportunities we have each year to show-
case the value of masonry construction and celebrate the people behind it. From schools and churches 
to commercial buildings and restoration work, these projects demonstrate why masonry continues to 
stand apart in durability, beauty, resiliency, and long-term performance.

I would also encourage architects throughout Texas to submit projects for consideration. Many out-
standing masonry projects are only possible because architects and designers intentionally choose 
masonry and understand the impact these materials can have on both performance and aesthetics. We 
want to continue recognizing those efforts and strengthening the relationship between the design com-
munity and the masonry industry.

Thank you to all our regional associations, judges, volunteers, contractors, suppliers, architects, and 
craftsmen who help make these programs successful every year. We look forward to celebrating with all 
of you in August.

Tony Topping
Executive Director
Texas Masonry Council

Golden Trowel Awards Showcase the Value of Masonry



www.texasmasonrycouncil.org                5



6	 Texas Masonry Council  |  The Line

“It is with great sadness that I inform you of the passing of Harry McGraw. Harry dedicated his life to 
the masonry industry, beginning at 17 as a laborer and culminating in his retirement at 82 and subse-
quent induction into the Mason Contractors Association of America Hall of Fame. Harry will forever 
be remembered for his problem-solving ability, his proficiency in communicating effectively with all 
members of the project team, and his unselfish dedication to the industry, much of it through his vol-
unteer work with numerous industry organizations. Harry was a proud husband, father, grandfather, 
and friend who will be greatly missed.” 
~ Kevin Camarata, Camarata Masonry Systems

He was born in Lake Providence, Louisiana, the son of the late Harry McGraw and Inez T. McGraw. He 
graduated from Vivian High School in 1950 and served his country in the U.S. Navy for two years. 
 
Harry wasn’t just involved on the masonry contractor side of the industry, but he also promoted ma-
sonry products to architects. After Dee Brown closed its Houston office, Harry was an architectural 
representative for Eagle Lake Concrete Products (now owned by Headwaters Building Materials). His 
experience in this position brought him to Korfil, Inc., where he spent six years as an Architectural 
Representative, Regional Manager, and Vice President. As Vice President, Harry used his expansive 
knowledge of masonry to help troubleshoot problems for the entire United States. Returning to this 
true passion, Harry spent the next seventeen years with Lucia, Inc. of Houston, TX (a wholly owned 
masonry and natural stone subcontractor subsidiary of the Linbeck Corporation). Harry’s unique abili-
ty to implement effective policies and procedures, enhance job-site productivity, increase efficiency, and 
meet benchmarks ultimately earned him the title Vice President of Operations. 
 
Over the course of his career, Harry was responsible for the masonry/natural stone work on many 
high-profile and award winning projects including: Minute Maid Park (formerly Enron Field), Reliant 
Stadium, George Bush Presidential Library at Texas A&M University, James Baker Institute for Public 
Policy, Jesse Jones Graduate School at Rice University, the Wortham Center, the Hobby Performing Arts 
Center, the Bass Performing Arts Hall and the Fort Worth Modern Art Museum. 
 
Ultimately, Harry served as the Executive Director of the Texas Masonry Council before retiring in 
April of 2012. Even after retirement, Harry continued in the industry as a consultant and volunteer in 
the community.

He is survived by his loving, devoted wife, Lois Devillier McGraw, sister Patricia McGraw, sister Peg-
gy Crawford and her husband Ronnie, son James McGraw and his wife Karen, daughter Kellye Mc-
Graw Englishbee and her husband Paul, and son Steve McGraw. Harry’s grandchildren include Alyson 
Miller, Molly McGraw, Joshua McGraw, J Englishbee, Christina McGraw, and Matt McGraw. He had 6 
great-grandchildren.

In Memory of 
Harry Edward McGraw 
November 24, 1932 – April 26, 2026 
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Acme Brick Company associates celebrated the company’s 
135th year in business on Friday, April 17, 2026 by unveil-
ing a giant 12 foot by 20 foot Happy Birthday banner that 
was flipped to show a message on both sides,  
https://bit.ly/4mx9rpp.

Birthday celebrations were held at all Acme plants, offices, 
and showrooms on Friday, April 17th.

Acme had its humble beginnings on April 17, 1891, on the 
banks of Rock Creek, near the town of Millsap, about 40 
miles west of Fort Worth, Texas. The company has grown 
to become the largest U.S. owned brick manufacturer in 
the world. 

How long ago was 1891? It was 26 years after the end of 
the American Civil War.  In that year that Thomas Edison 
patented the motion picture and radio transmissions, Car-
negie Hall and Stanford University opened, the year that 
basketball was invented at the Springfield, Massachusetts 
YMCA and the year of the first recorded telephone call!  It 
was quite a year. 

During these 135 years acme brick Company has been 
privileged to produced brick for well over four million 

homes during its history and many thousands of commer-
cial, civic and educational buildings.

“We’re proud of this milestone and look forward to many 
more decades of service – delivering quality clay brick and 
a wide array of building products to homeowners and the 
commercial building industry,” said Ed Watson, Acme’s 
President and CEO.
 
Acme remains the only brick manufacturer that stamps 
its logo into residential brick products. That logo offers 
homeowners a 100-year limited guarantee for the Acme 
brick on their homes. 

Today, Acme operates 15 brick plants across the South-
west and Southeast United States, as well as three con-
crete-block plants operating under the name Featherlite. 
These and other products are sold through over 45 com-
pany-owned sales offices/showrooms across 13 states, plus 
a nationwide network of independent distributors selling 
Acme brick for commercial projects. Acme Brick Com-
pany has been a wholly-owned subsidiary of Berkshire 
Hathaway, Inc. since 2000.  For more information visit  
www.brick.com.

Acme Brick 
Company 
associates “flip”  
over Acme’s 
135th birthday on 
April 17th.

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to stay updated with Acme Brick’s latest products, insights, and company news:  
FB: facebook.com/AcmeBrickCo  | IG: instagram.com/acmebrick

For more PRESS information contact: Ron Taylor/Ashley & Taylor Public Relations (817) 874-8206 or ashleytaylorpr@gmail.com. 

A few years later at the 
same site using a steam 
powered shovel but still 
hauling clay with mules.

Acme founder George 
Bennett in middle in suit 
and hat shown with brick 
making machine in the 
mid- 1890’s.

Mining clay by hand and using mules at Acme’s original plant site 
west of Ft. Worth in the late 1890’s



www.texasmasonrycouncil.org                9

WE ARE PROUD TO INTRODUCE

THE TEXAS MASONRY 
HALL OF FAME 

CLASS OF 2026  

Danny Green, DMG Masonry
Stan McCarthy, Acme Brick 

Anton Shadrock, Shadrock and Williams
Jim Wise, Red River Brick

“The Texas Masonry Hall of Fame is more than just 
an accolade — it is a lasting tribute to the vision-
aries who have elevated the masonry construction 
industry across the Lone Star State,” said the Texas 
Masonry Council (TMC) in a statement. “By cel-
ebrating their expertise, innovation, and leader-
ship, the Hall of Fame preserves their legacy and 
inspires future generations to uphold and continue 

the highest standards of the masonry industry.”
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The late Danny Green was inducted into the Texas 
Masonry Hall of Fame at a ceremony on March 26, 
2026, at the Alamo in San Antonio, TX. Danny Green 
devoted more than five decades to the masonry industry, 
building a respected career while leading DMG Masonry 
and serving the broader trade. Known for his steady 
leadership and dedication to the industry, he played 
an active role in strengthening masonry organizations 
across Texas. Green served as President of both the 
United Masonry Contractors Association and the Texas 
Masonry Council. During the 1990s, he was instrumental 
in helping revive and stabilize TMC at a critical time, 
ensuring the organization remained a strong voice for 
the masonry industry statewide. He also supported 
workforce development efforts, including establishing an 
apprenticeship partnership with North Lake College to help 
prepare the next generation of skilled masons in Texas.

Anton Shadrock was inducted into the Texas Masonry 
Hall of Fame at a ceremony on March 26, 2026, at the 
Alamo in San Antonio, TX. Anton Shadrock has devoted 
decades to strengthening the masonry industry in Texas 
through leadership, service, and steady involvement. 
Through his work with Shadrock & Williams, he built a 
respected business while remaining actively engaged in the 
organizations that support masonry contractors. Shadrock 
served as President of the Texas Masonry Council in 
2007, helping guide the organization and contribute to its 
continued stability and growth. He has also been a longtime 
leader within the San Antonio Masonry Contractors 
Association, helping sustain one of the strongest local 
masonry associations in the state. Through his leadership, 
commitment to industry service, and dedication to 
contractor collaboration, Anton Shadrock has made a 
lasting impact on the masonry industry in Texas.

On March 26, 2026, Stan McCarthy was inducted into the Texas 
Masonry Hall of Fame. He has spent 40 years in the brick industry, 
all of it with Acme Brick Company. During his tenure, he has 
repeatedly distinguished himself, not only within Acme but also 
within the brick industry. He has played a pivotal role at TMC, as 
its president in 2019 and currently on its board of directors. He 
also played a lead role in establishing TMC as the unified voice in 
the Texas masonry industry. Stan has been instrumental in helping 
TMC pivot toward workforce development. TMC’s efforts to recruit 
and nurture masons begin at the high-school level, in partnership 
with organizations such as SkillsUSA. In 2002, Stan received the 
Acme Brick Company’s highest honor, the President’s Award, 

which recognizes an associate who consistently practices excellence and continually advances Acme’s corporate culture 
of accountability. The following year, Stan was promoted to senior management as General Sales Manager, and in 
December 2004, he was promoted to Vice President of Sales. Since 2006, he has served as Senior Vice President of Sales 
at Acme Brick Company.
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After an outstanding 45-year career in 
the brick industry, Jim Wise retired at 
the end of 2025 and was inducted into 
the Texas Masonry Hall of Fame in 
March 2026. Jim began his career after 
graduating from college in Virginia, 
spending 18 years with United Materials 
in roles spanning inside and outside sales, 
management, and ownership. He later 
relocated to Texas to lead the West region 
for Boral Industries and Boral Bricks. 
Following General Shale’s acquisition 
of Meridian Brick four years ago, Jim 
continued with the organization, serving 
as Vice President of Sales and providing 
steady leadership during a period of 
transition and growth. He has been a 
respected leader and mentor throughout 
his career, leaving a lasting impact on 
both the industry and those he worked 
with. We thank him for his many years 
of service and wish him continued 
happiness and adventure in retirement.

The Texas Masonry Hall of Fame is a project of the Texas Masonry Council. The council is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting and advancing Texas’s masonry industry. Its 
members include masonry contractors, suppliers, manufacturers, and related professionals.
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Introduction to Segmental  
Concrete Pavement (PAV-PPT-003)

Description: This program provides a comprehensive 
introduction to segmental concrete pavement systems, 
focusing on both interlocking concrete pavers (ICP) 
and permeable interlocking concrete pavers (PICP). 
The webinar covers the structural advantages of ICP, 
stormwater management benefits of PICP, infiltration 
design options, typical materials, and installation best 
practices. Participants will also learn the principles of 
interlock, horizontal, vertical, and rotational along with 
design considerations such as aspect ratio, plan ratio, base 
construction, and laying patterns.

This program is perfect for architects, engineers, landscape 
architects, and certified installers in expanding their 
knowledge of segmental pavements. Focus is placed on 
sustainable design, structural performance, stormwater 
objectives, and industry standards, with resources and 
technical guidance provided by the Concrete Masonry & 
Hardscapes Association.

Target Audience: Architects, Engineers, Landscape 
Architects, Certified Installers

Learning objectives: At the end of this program, the 
learner will be able to…
• �Understand the principles of interlock (horizontal, 

vertical and rotational) and how they influence the 
structural performance of interlocking concrete 
pavements.

• �Identify key design considerations for both ICP and PICP, 
including aspect ratio, plan ratio, base materials, and 
laying patterns.

• �Explain the stormwater management benefits of PICP, 
including infiltration options, groundwater recharge, and 
runoff reduction.

• �Apply industry standards and best practices to the 
selection, design, construction, and maintenance of 
segmental concrete pavements

Presenter: Brian Horr, P.E., Division Engineer, Segmental 
Pavements

For information and registration, please visit:  
Introduction to Segmental Concrete Pavement(PAV-PPT-003) | 
Concrete Masonry & Hardscapes Association

Design of Permeable Interlocking 
Concrete Pavements (PICP) – PAV-PPT - 4 

Description: This presentation provides a comprehensive 
overview of Permeable Interlocking Concrete Pavements 
(PICP) as an effective stormwater management and 
pavement design solution. It explains the stormwater 
challenges associated with development, compares 
pervious, porous, and permeable pavement systems, and 
details the structural and hydrologic components of PICP 
systems. The presentation walks through infiltration 
concepts, material gradations, drainage configurations, 
and AASHTO-based structural design principles, then 
introduces Permeable Design Pro software for integrated 
hydrologic and structural design. It concludes with 
a discussion of sustainability benefits, LEED credit 
opportunities, green infrastructure applications, and 
construction and maintenance considerations.

Target Audience: Engineers, designers, and industry 
professionals involved in site development and pavement 
design.

Overview: This presentation provides a comprehensive 
overview of Permeable Interlocking Concrete Pavements 
(PICP) as an effective stormwater management and 
pavement design solution. It explains the stormwater 
challenges associated with development, compares pervious, 
porous, and permeable pavement systems, and details the 
structural and hydrologic components of PICP systems. The 
presentation walks through infiltration concepts, material 
gradations, drainage configurations, and AASHTO-based 
structural design principles, then introduces Permeable 
Design Pro software for integrated hydrologic and structural 
design. It concludes with a discussion of sustainability 
benefits, LEED credit opportunities, green infrastructure 
applications, and construction and maintenance 
considerations, making it relevant for engineers, designers, 
and industry professionals involved in site development and 
pavement design.

Presenter: Bryan Horr, P.E., Division Engineer, Segmental 
Pavement

For information and registration, please visit: 
Design of Permeable Interlocking Concrete Pavements (PICP) - 
PAV-PPT-004 | Concrete Masonry & Hardscapes Association

Online Learning for 
Architects, Engineers, and 
Certified Installers
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Spike Cutler 

Attorney Spike Cutler, and the firm of Cutler-Smith, P.C., are staunch advocates for the rights and interests
of construction trade contractors. Cutler provides legal counsel to a number of trade organizations, including
the Independent Electrical Contractors (IEC) of Texas, IEC- Dallas, IEC – Fort Worth, the Subcontractors
Association of the Metroplex (“SAM”), the Texas Masonry Council, the United Masonry Contractors
Association of DFW, and the North Texas Stone Fabricators Association. He is also a member of the Attorneys
Council of the National Subcontractors Alliance. He can be reached at scutler@cutler-smith.com. 

PREPARE FOR OSHA:  
PLAN AND PRACTICE SAFETY!

Construction Law

Four simple letters, OSHA, strike fear into the hearts of 
contractors everywhere. But, should they? 

OSHA personnel research safety, publish safety stan-
dards, and enforce them across virtually all categories 
of private employment in the United States. Consis-
tently, OSHA’s greatest challenges are in the construc-
tion industry, and for good cause. Construction sites 
are transitory; they come and go, and every day they’re 
different. Various contractors are performing different 
kinds of work, and they all have to be coordinated safe-
ly while still allowing the work to proceed.

Trade contractors often pay little attention to OSHA 
until they get a Citation, or worse, have a jobsite acci-
dent producing injury or death (and more Citations), 
but waiting for one of these events to occur before you 
focus on OSHA requirements is just wrong!

Years ago, OSHA citations could be taken fairly lightly, 
cash penalties were modest, and citations were easily 
contested because OSHA inspectors were often poor-
ly trained, didn’t understand the standards they were 
enforcing, and had difficulty documenting the viola-
tions they cited. Those days are gone! Now, they tend 
to be well-trained, and they build their cases well, often 
before you even know they’re interested.

Planning and policies are your best defense against 
job-site injuries and damaging OSHA action. Here are 

some of the things we have, over decades of represen-
tation of trade contractors in OSHA matters, that are 
important to demonstrate when OSHA comes to the 
jobsite, and when you and your counsel are negotiating 
with OSHA following issuance of the citation.

SAFETY POLICIES
Every trade contractor must have comprehensive Safe-
ty Policies, tailored to both their trade and their op-
eration. Many masonry contractors focus on scaffold 
use and fall-protection policies, and for good reason 
– scaffolds and fall protection are common sources 
of OSHA enforcement actions. Proper safety policies, 
however, should address the entire “life cycle” of both 
a contractor’s employment and project administration 
policies. Critical: It must detail how employees, project 
management, field management, skilled craft workers, 
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and laborers are trained in safe practices. Also critical 
are inspection and use policies, discipline, enforce-
ment, and record keeping. Tool management, such as 
how you make sure tools are safe, what happens when 
they are not, and keeping track of tools and consum-
ables (like blades, bits, and the like), is vital as well.

TRAINING RECORDS
Robust, well-planned, and effectively delivered safety 
training is the core focus of safe practices. Create and 
maintain complete records of all safety training that 
every employee should have, appropriate to their job 
function, before they ever see the job site. You should 
also have detailed records, signed by the employee, to 
prove that the training was administered. Advanced 
and specialized training must be fully documented, in-
cluding certifications for specific equipment (scaffolds, 
forklifts, etc.), with refresher training as required, and 
the certification of training must always be carried out 
by trained employees.

Never overlook recurrent safety training, including 
regular “toolbox talks” at the jobsite to remind employ-

ees of their important role in maintaining safety.  Be 
certain everyone signs in at each safety meeting – con-
temporaneous records of safety training can make a 
huge difference in OSHA’s exercise of discretion when 
adjusting both the severity and the penalty on cita-
tions.

INSPECTIONS AND AUTHORITY
Whether you rely on third-party safety consultants 
or have in-house full-time Safety personnel, inspect 
your own job sites regularly and do so without prior 
announcement, so you can catch unsafe practices and 
trends before they have a chance to turn into injuries 
or citations. Never rely on general contractors’ safety 
personnel; they are looking out for themselves first. 
Your safety representatives must have full authority to 
take aggressive action to address unsafe conditions, 
and company management, from the top down, must 
make clear to employees that the safety representative’s 
authority is genuinely supported by management. 
When any employee observes unsafe operations, they 
should report to field management, who must have the 
authority to immediately order a standdown and take 
all necessary action to correct unsafe conditions.

BREACH AND DISCIPLINE
Employees should understand that they are all respon-
sible for safe operations, and if they work unsafely, they 
are subject to discipline. When management (at any 
level) observes unsafe behavior, the offending employ-
ees should be immediately counseled and appropriately 
disciplined in accordance with your safety policy and 
Employee Manual. Document counseling and disci-
plinary actions in writing in employees’ files, and en-
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force employment policies consis-
tently across the company. Bottom 
line: employees should never expect 
unsafe operations to be tolerated. 

PULLING IT ALL  
TOGETHER
Construction is an inherently dan-
gerous business that will inevitably 
result in accidents, and sometimes 
even the best employees slip up. 
When you receive a Citation, the 
odds are that today’s OSHA field 
investigators who prepare Citations 
(1) are well trained to recognize the 
conditions they are citing, and (2) 
have documented the conditions 
thoroughly, including photographs, 
video, and on occasion, employee 
interviews.

With all this in mind, focused 
discussions with OSHA are critical 
to reducing penalties and (more 
importantly) severity. Our experi-
ence in representing trade contrac-
tors before OSHA has shown us 
that if at the informal stage we can 
demonstrate to your OSHA Area 
Director’s satisfaction that the oc-
currence or condition for which the 
Citation was issued is well and truly 
an exception to the norm, and that 
your company can through policy, 
training and actions demonstrate a 
compelling and consistent commit-
ment to safe practices, you’ll have 
a much better chance of earning 
some consideration and possible 
reductions in penalty and severity.

And if, despite your best efforts, an 
agreeable compromise as to en-
forcement and/or penalties cannot 
be achieved at the informal confer-
ence stage, well-crafted safety pol-
icies, accompanied by detailed and 
credible records proving that the 
policies are followed, will improve 

your chances in challenging Cita-
tions before the Administrative Law 
Judge who will hear your case.

THE PAYOFF
The best reason by far to create and 
maintain comprehensive safety 
policies and procedures is that you 
will absolutely improve the safety 
of your operations and protect the 
well-being of your valued employ-
ees. Most masonry contractor own-

ers have themselves put in years “on 
the wall,” and they keenly under-
stand the risks their workers face 
every day. Plan and train for safety, 
and accidents, injuries, and OSHA 
citations are all reduced – plus, 
successful outcomes if citations are 
issued become more likely.  

And remember this: workers who 
see that you value their safety tend 
to stick around for the long term.
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OSHA Finalizes Rule on 
Proper-Fitting PPE for 
Construction Workers

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) has finalized a major 
update to the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
standard for construction, effective January 13, 2025. 
The change explicitly requires that all PPE provided to 
construction workers must fit them properly.

KEY CHANGES TO THE RULE
• �Fit Requirement: Employers must ensure PPE 

is sized to fit each affected worker, not just meet 
technical safety specifications. This includes 
clothing, vests, gloves, harnesses, hard hats, safety 
glasses, hearing protection, respirators, and other 
protective gear 

• �Alignment with General Industry: The 
construction standard now matches the fit 
requirements already in place for general industry 
and maritime sectors.

• �Sizing Options: Employers must offer a range of 
sizes and/or adjustable options to accommodate 
women, smaller, larger, and non-standard body 
proportions. 

• �Replacement of Poorly Fitting Gear: Even if PPE 
meets safety specs, it must still fit properly; ill-fitting 
gear must be replaced.

WHY FIT MATTERS
OSHA warns that improperly sized PPE can be 
ineffective and may create new hazards — for example, 

oversized gloves or clothing caught in machinery — or 
discourage use due to discomfort. This has been a long-
standing safety concern, especially among women, who 
often wear ill-fitting “unisex” gear with excess material 
at the shoulders, waist, and legs, which increases the risk 
of snagging.

IMPACT ON EMPLOYERS
• �Hazard Mitigation: Fit evaluation is now part of 

hazard mitigation processes.
• �Supplier Evaluation: Employers should consult 

PPE manufacturers for proper fit data and consider 
sourcing gear with specific sizing for women and 
extended sizes (e.g., 3XL+).

• �Compliance Risk: If an injury occurs while wearing 
ill-fitting PPE, OSHA can cite the employer as if no 
PPE was provided at all.

WHO IT AFFECTS
The rule applies to all construction workers, including 
women (about 14% of the workforce) and workers who 
are physically smaller or larger.

Bottom line: Employers in construction must now 
ensure every worker has PPE that fits them correctly, 
with a full range of sizes and adjustable options, to meet 
OSHA’s new fit requirement and avoid enforcement 
action.
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2nd Place (Silver)
Jesus Rios

Bryan High School

3rd Place (Bronze)
Tyler Whitfield

Burleson High School

SkillsUSA Texas Masonry 
Competition 2026

The Texas Masonry Council would like to 
recognize the outstanding students who 
competed in the 2026 SkillsUSA Texas Masonry 
Competition. The SkillsUSA competition 
highlights the next generation of skilled 
craftsmen entering the masonry industry and 
provides students an opportunity to demonstrate 
hands-on masonry knowledge, precision, 
workmanship, and professionalism. 
 
TMC remains proud to support workforce 
development efforts across Texas and 
congratulate all of the students, instructors, 
schools, and industry partners who continue 
investing in the future of masonry construction.

High School Division
1st Place (Gold)

Arturo Acosta-Escamilla
Red Oak High School
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Acme Brick Company President 
and CEO featured on The 
Claman Countdown on Fox TV 
for Acme’s 135th birthday on 
April 17th.

The Claman Countdown, hosted by Liz Claman, is 
the nation’s highest-rated televised business news 
program. The daily show covers the final hour of 
trading on Wall Street, along with business news 
from around the country. The program debuted on 
Fox News on May 12, 2008, and Claman remains 
the most-watched business news anchor in the 
country.
 
On Friday, April 17, the Countdown featured 
Ed Watson of Acme Brick Company to mark 
the company’s 135th birthday. In a wide-ranging 
interview, Watson discussed the company’s origins 
in 1891 and how it grew to become the largest U.S.-
owned brick company in the world, including the 
impact of automation and AI.

The entire interview can be viewed at  
https://bit.ly/4vVHJaq and on the Fox network 
at: https://www.foxbusiness.com/shows/the-cla-
man-countdown.    
   
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to stay up-
dated with Acme Brick’s latest products, insights, 
and company news:
FB: facebook.com/AcmeBrickCo  
IG: instagram.com/acmebrick

For more PRESS information, contact Ron Taylor/
Ashley & Taylor Public Relations at (817) 874-8206 
or ashleytaylorpr@gmail.com.

POST-SECONDARY 
DIVISION
The post-secondary division featured 
talented students continuing their masonry 
education and training at the collegiate 
and technical level. These students 
represent the continued growth of skilled 
masonry craftsmanship in Texas. A special 
congratulations to Eddie who has already 
entered the workforce as an Apprentice 
with TMC Member Dee Brown, Inc. 

1st Place 
Eddie Olade

Dallas College – 
Dee Brown, Inc. 

2nd Place 
Victoria Garcia 

Texas State  
Technical College

Post-Secondary  
Award Presentation

3rd Place
Darian Keele

Dallas College
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Masonry walls are important in many buildings. They 
are built by connecting masonry units with mortar. 
Mortar is made from cement, lime, sand, and water. 
It keeps the masonry units together, making the wall 
strong and stable.
Masonry walls are useful in many ways. They can be 
load-bearing walls, which support buildings, or non-
load-bearing walls, which divide spaces. This versatility 
makes them suitable for both inside and outside areas. 
They improve how homes, businesses, and factories 
look and work.

The Fundamental Characteristics  
of Masonry Walls
A major part of any masonry structure is the mate-
rials used to create it. Masonry materials are chosen 
for their strength and durability. They must also cope 
well with varying weather conditions. Building code 
requirements play an important role in determining 
which masonry materials can be used in specific areas.
The strength of a masonry wall comes from the ma-
sonry units and the mortar joints. Strong bonding pat-
terns are very important. They help the wall function 
as a single unit. This helps the wall withstand pressure 
and resist lateral forces.
Choosing the right masonry units is very important. 
It’s also key to use the right mortar mixes and building 
techniques. Every detail in masonry construction can 
help the structure work better and last longer.

Common Uses of Masonry in  
Construction Today
Masonry is a common building material. It is a flexi-
ble material that many architects and builders use in 
homes, businesses, schools, and masonry is often used 
for partition walls. It helps block sound and creates 
separate spaces.
Masonry exterior walls help protect buildings from 
severe weather. They also make a building look better 
and boost energy efficiency. The thermal mass in ma-
sonry keeps indoor temperatures steady. This means it 
needs less energy for heating and cooling.
Masonry is strong and easy to maintain. This is why it 
is a good choice for buildings that are meant to last. Its 
benefits keep it a favored option in today’s construc-
tion methods.

Types of Masonry Walls
Masonry encompasses a wide range of materials and 
construction methods. This variety creates different 
walls for specific needs. Brick has a timeless beauty. 
Stone provides a strong look, and concrete blocks are 
flexible. Each choice has its own advantages.
By considering the different types of masonry walls, 
architects, builders, and homeowners can decide which 
best fits their design plans. They can also think about 
their budgets and practical needs.

The Added Value of Masonry Walls
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Brick Masonry:  
Traditional Charm and Durability
Brick walls play a key role in classic design. They still 
look great in modern buildings. Brick walls provide 
beauty that lasts and strong support.
Brick masonry is popular. It can match many styles 
and designs. Clay bricks come in different colors and 
textures. There are also strong load-bearing concrete 
masonry units for various project needs. The mortar 
mix holds the bricks together. This is very important. It 
affects how strong the wall is and how it looks.
When brick masonry is done right, it uses carefully 
designed mortar joints. This creates a strong, attractive 
wall that lasts a long time.

Stone Masonry:  
Natural Aesthetics and Strength
Stone masonry is loved for its beautiful, rough look 
and sturdy feel. It gives a sense of long-lasting strength. 
This traditional method can use different types of 
stone, such as unique fieldstone shapes or smooth cut 
stone. It highlights the natural beauty and strong fea-
tures of stone.
Creating stone masonry is a skilled job. Each stone is 
carefully shaped and placed. Mortar, made of cement, 
sand, and water, holds the stones together. Stone ma-
sonry not only makes buildings strong but also adds 
charm and value to any project. It fits well with nature.
The charm of stone masonry lies in its strength and 
beauty. It is used to build structures that endure over 
time and reflect the essence of nature.

Concrete Blocks:  
Economical and Versatile Solutions
Concrete block construction is very popular. It is 
cheap, easy to use, and quick. A lot of people choose 
it for their building projects today. You can see block 
walls in houses, shops, and factories. They provide a 
strong and effective way to build.
Concrete blocks come in many sizes, shapes, and den-
sities. This variety helps fit different building needs and 
design styles. Adding control joints to block walls allows 
them to better adjust to temperature changes. This prac-
tice lowers the risk of cracking and helps the walls last 
longer.
Concrete block construction works well for both 
load-bearing walls and non-structural partitions. It is 
a budget-friendly and adaptable option for modern 
building needs.

Reinforced Masonry:  
Enhanced Stability for Modern Needs
Reinforced masonry is a frequently used building method. 
It mixes strong masonry with steel support. This combina-
tion makes concrete masonry buildings stronger. It helps 
them carry more weight and stay safe in earthquakes.
By placing steel bars in concrete masonry units and 
filling them with grout, we create a strong material. 
This material can withstand greater lateral pressure 
and performs better during earthquakes. Reinforced 
masonry is often used in areas that experience frequent 
earthquakes, where strong building rules are vital.
Reinforced concrete masonry construction is a smart 
choice for tall buildings or areas with many earth-
quakes. It provides a strong and flexible solution. There 
are many design choices available as well. This kind of 
construction meets the needs of today’s architecture.
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The Benefits of 
Choosing Masonry 
for Your  
Construction Project

Masonry has several benefits for building projects. This 
is why many architects and builders choose it. Ma-
sonry is strong and durable. It also offers great energy 
efficiency. Additionally, it is fire-resistant and environ-
mentally friendly.
If you are thinking about buying a new home, a busi-
ness building, or an industrial site, think about the 
many advantages of masonry. It can provide benefits 
for building that might surprise you.

Longevity and Low Maintenance
Masonry structures are strong and long-lasting. They 
can last several years, even hundreds of years, no mat-
ter the weather. This makes them a wise option for any 
building project.
One more good thing about masonry is that it needs 
little care. Other building materials can rot or attract 
bugs. They might need painting often, too. But mason-
ry stays strong, reducing costly repairs.
Using masonry is a wise choice for builders seeking 
high-quality building materials. It is durable and re-
quires less maintenance. This means it can save a lot of 
money over time.

Fire Resistance and Safety Features
Fire resistance is a critical consideration in building 
construction. It helps keep people safe and protects 
their property. Masonry walls are not easily set on fire. 
This makes them a strong barrier against fire. They 
provide important safety to both residents and first 
responders.

Masonry is good at handling high heat. It remains stur-
dy even in the heat. Unlike some other materials that 
can catch fire, masonry helps contain fires and slows 
their spread.
Masonry is a great building material because it can 
withstand fire. It also has other safety features. This 
helps it follow safety rules. Building owners and resi-
dents feel safe and protected because of this.
Insulation and Energy Efficiency
Masonry walls play a key role in energy efficiency, 
thereby reducing costs. Masonry walls provide 
natural insulation, making indoor spaces feel 
more comfortable and lowering energy use.

Masonry is great at absorbing and retaining heat. This 
helps keep indoor temperatures steady. Because of 
this, you won’t use your heating and cooling systems 
as much. This natural insulation cuts energy use and 
lowers utility bills. It is good for both building owners 
and the environment.
Adding insulation to masonry walls makes them even 
better at saving energy. This creates a powerful barrier 
for the building. It helps maintain a comfortable tem-
perature inside year-round.

Eco-Friendly and Sustainable  
Building
Masonry has become a more popular choice as the 
building industry turns to greener methods. It sup-
ports eco-friendly building ideas. This choice helps 
reduce environmental harm.
Masonry materials often come from nearby natural 
resources. This reduces transportation emissions. 
Masonry structures are strong and durable. This is 
good for sustainability because they don’t need to be 
replaced frequently. That means there is less construc-
tion waste.
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Comparative Analysis: 
Masonry vs.  
Other Wall Systems

When choosing the best wall systems for building proj-
ects, it is important to consider the pros and cons of each 
option. Masonry has several advantages. Still, you should 
compare it closely with other options. Builders and 
architects can pick the best wall system by considering a 
few key factors. These factors are cost, completion time, 
design options, and environmental impact. Their choice 
should align with the project’s goals and limitations.

Cost-Benefit Considerations
A closer look at costs is key when comparing masonry 
to other wall types. Masonry might have a higher ini-
tial cost than wood or steel framing. However, it lasts 
longer and demands less upkeep. This usually leads to 
greater savings in the long run.

The strength of masonry means that a building will 
need fewer repairs over time. This can lower replace-
ment costs. It helps balance out what you spend at first. 
Masonry also saves energy because it keeps heat in 
well. Its fire resistance can reduce insurance costs. All 
these reasons make masonry a smart financial choice.

Masonry is a smart choice for the long term. It is cost-ef-
fective and works well for projects needing durability. It 
also provides fire safety and energy efficiency.

Aesthetic Flexibility and Design 
Freedom
Aesthetic flexibility and design freedom are very im-
portant in architecture. Masonry offers a wide range 
of materials, textures, and colors. This helps architects 
bring their creative ideas to life. They can create unique 
styles using masonry options.

Masonry offers several design options. You can select 
classic brick walls, cozy stone, or smooth textured 
concrete. This variety allows masonry to blend well 
with other building materials. It helps create beautiful, 
attractive designs.

Masonry lets designers create different styles. You can 
choose a classic, modern, or local look. With masonry, 

you can make buildings that not only look nice but 
also blend into their surroundings.

Structural Integrity and Seismic 
Performance
Structural strength is crucial in building design, espe-
cially in earthquake-prone areas, where structures must 
respond effectively to tremors. A concrete masonry wall 
provides the necessary strength and stability, ensuring 
that buildings remain firm during seismic activity.
Unreinforced masonry walls can be vulnerable, but rein-
forced masonry, which includes steel reinforcement in the 
mortar joints or cores, enhances earthquake resistance.

Masonry units are assembled using motor mix materials 
in proper proportions, forming a durable structure that 
supports weight and transfers forces into the ground. 
During construction, the first step is ensuring a strong 
foundation, followed by the second course to add stability.

Masonry is widely used for various purposes, includ-
ing large buildings, interior walls, and exterior walls 
that shield structures from the outside world.

Building regulations are essential in seismic zones to 
ensure safe construction practices. Depending on the 
type of masonry used, structures can be made more 
resilient. Whether for homes, stores, or institutions, 
masonry remains a reliable choice for your next proj-
ect, offering strength and durability in solid, square 
units for long-term stability.

Conclusion
Masonry walls have many benefits. They last a long 
time and save energy, making them a great choice for 
building projects. You can choose from several types, 
including traditional brick, modern stone, concrete 
blocks, or strong reinforced masonry.

Each type has its own benefits that meet today’s needs. 
Masonry walls are also eco-friendly and durable. They 
are a smart choice and provide energy savings. When 
choosing a construction material, consider how strong 
the walls are, how they look, and how safe they feel.

Masonry construction combines 
beauty, strength, durability, fire 
protection, and is cost-effective. 



Through project presentations and discussions, the Symposium will advance 
our understanding of both why and how concrete masonry has been used by 
architects in significant projects of the Americas.
​
The Symposium is a 2-day event for architects to learn, collaborate, and share 
their experiences with concrete masonry. Up to 6 hours of AIA CEU credits can 
be earned.
​
Travel stipends to cover lodging and travel to Austin are available through a 
partnership with The Beauty of Block and the Texas Masonry Council.

Session information and the full schedule will be available soon.

Hosted by:
The University of Texas at Austin
School of Architecture

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Concrete Masonry  
Architecture Symposium
Co-hosted by The Beauty of Block and the Texas Masonry Council
October 1-2, 2026, Austin, Texas

Texas Masonry Council l 25301 Borough Park Rd., Suite 116 l The Woodlands, TX 77380 l (713) 377-6334T



Add a touch of classic 
sophistication with 

Brick of the Year 2026

Lombardy

Acme’s inaugural Brick 

of the Year honors one 

of the world’s great cultural 

capitals: the Lombardy region 

of northern Italy.

Picture a brick with the allure 

of a trendsetting Milan fashion 

show, the drama of grand opera 

at La Scala, the sumptuousness 

of the original Galleria. 

That’s Lombardy: a skillful 

orchestration of rich reds and 

deep browns that will lend 

classic Italian sophistication to 

any project.  

This stunning new blend is 

available in velour or smooth 

texture, both in the versatile 

modular size. Ask your Acme 

representative about Lombardy 

today; our Brick of the Year 

will have your clients saying, 

“Bravissimo!”

Designed by VLK Architects, Eagle Mountain High School in Fort Worth 
features extensive use of our Brick of the Year.

Scan here
to learn more.


